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[image: image2.jpg]The third diamond to be designed and constructed by Kenichi Zenimura, Zeniniura Field, Block 28, 13C i Gila River, Arizona was one
of the finest ballparks among those at the ten detention camps.
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Butte High Edges Tucson Nine in 10th
Zenimura Comes Through to Upset State Champs

Monday, April 23, 1945

by Ken Zenimura 
Desert Sentinal

Sports Section, Page 3


Playing an errorless defensive game, the undefeated Butte High Eagles, coached by Ken Zenimura, blasted a terrific rally in the last of the tenth frame to inflict upon the state champs from Tucson High their first defeat in three years in a ten inning thrill-packed baseball game on the 28 ball field by the narrow margin of 11-10 last Wednesday afternoon.

A Thrilling Finish

What the several thousand spectators witnessed in that decisive inning will be long remembered as one of the most thrilling chapters in the history of Butte baseball.  It was in the last of the 10th frame, the score was at a 10-10 standstill, two outs, bases loaded, and the count three and two, Kenshi Zenimura singles sharply to left field, scoring Shosan Shimasaki for the deciding run.

In accomplishing the above feat, the Eagles came from behind three times in the second, sixth, and eighth innings before tying the score at 10-10 which continued throughout the ninth and tenth.
Close-up on the 10th
Then came the decisive inning.  Lowell Bailey who hurled masterfully for Tucson was replaced by relief chucker Joe Tully.  Lead off Shimasaki drew a base on balls and Osada followed, reaching first safely on a fielder’s choice. As Hasegawa was grounding out, the runners advanced to second and third.  All runners held base as Katakoka flied out to right.  Nishino was given an intentional walk filling the bases. Then Zenimura came to bat and Tully delivered three consecutive balls followed by two consecutive strikes.  With all runners advancing, Zenimura came through to annex another victory for Butte High.

Receiving excellent support, Tets Furukawa, though touched for 19 safeties on his mound debut, took his fifth straight victory.

Fukai and Ushiro hit 3 for 5 apiece for the Eagles while Lopez, Carey, and Weinstein did likewise for the visitors.

Box Score

	Inning
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	
	H
	R
	E

	Tucson High
	2
	2
	0
	1
	4
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	
	19
	10
	6

	Butte High
	0
	4
	0
	0
	0
	5
	0
	1
	0
	1
	
	13
	11
	0


Letter From Kenichi Zenimura to Hank Slagle
	
“… I sincerely hope that we may meet once again 
not as a team perhaps but as a single member of 
Uncle Sam and fight together for one principal.” 
– Kenichi Zenimura



Thursday, April 26, 1945

To the members of Tucson B.B. Team:

It was a great disappointment to myself and the members of the Butte baseball team when we learned of the cancellation of our return game.

We know the circumstances which necessitated the cancellation and understand you position in the decision you had to take.

This war has created many unpleasant incidents and I am sorry to have put you and yours in this spot in your district.  I can only hope that in due time the difference in opinion can be overcome and that we may be able to resume our athletic rivalry.

At this time I and the members of the team wish to thank you for your first game.  It was a game we did not deserve to win and our return game would have been a humdinger I’m sure.

If our return game can’t be brought about, I sincerely hope that we may meet once again not as a team perhaps but as a single member of Uncle Sam and fight together for one principal.

Sincerely yours,

K. Zenimura

Coach of the Butte High School (Gila River) Baseball Team
Camp Newsletter Article, Slagle Response to Zenimura
	
“I sincerely hope it won’t be too long till we are all 
thinking straight again and can live together in a true Democracy that we Americans of all races have created.” 
– Hank Slagle



Tucson Coach Writes to Butte

News Courier Sports Section, Page 6
(Gila River Internment Camp)
Wednesday, May 16, 1945

Hanley R. Slagle, baseball coach of Tucson Sr. High School, sent coach Zenimura of Butte High School the following letter:

“We shared your disappointment in not being to play you a return game on our field.  We were not only anxious to avenge the defeat, but enjoyed the heads up smart competition you could give us.  Your brand of ball was right down our alley, so to speak, and the boys could gain much from your heads up base running and infield play.”

“As for the possibility of canceling our game – we had never given it a minutes thought – till we arrived home and started hearing from some of these so called 100% Americans.”

“I sincerely hope it won’t be too long till we are all thinking straight again and can live together in a true Democracy that we Americans of all races have created.”

“I want to congratulate you all on your fine team – I only wish we had your base running and defensive ability – Not inferring that you can’t hit – for 13 base knocks will win most games.”

“I wish you all the best of luck, and continued success with your ball club.”

Sincerely your,

Hanley R. Slagle
Baseball Coach

1945 Butte High Eagles Baseball Team
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1945 Tucson High Badgers Baseball Team
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Hanley R. Slagle

1916-2004

Rincon's first principal, Hanley R. (Hank) Slagle died on August 20, 2004 at the age of 88. Born in Bloomfield, Iowa and raised in Phoenix, Mr. Slagle was a Tucson resident for all of his adult life.

He was a star baseball player at his alma mater, the University of Arizona. In 1937 he batted .506 for the Wildcats, a record which still stands as the highest batting average ever for a U of A ballplayer. Following his collegiate career, Mr. Slagle played professional baseball for the San Francisco Seals of the old Pacific Coast League. As an educator Mr. Slagle taught at Tucson High School where he also coached the baseball team. He went on to become an administrator at Tucson High. He was selected to be the first principal at Rincon High School, which was then Tucson's newest high school. His quiet style of leadership saw Rincon through its formative years. Mr. Slagle was also selected to be the first principal at Santa Rita High School when it opened. Mr. Slagle is survived by Dorothy, his wife of 67 years, sons, Dan and David, grandchildren Michelle, Ryan and Whitney, and great grandchildren, Rachael and Danny.

http://72.14.203.104/search?q=cache:lS3EtlXgZqkJ:www.rangerreunion2005.org/Distant_Echo.htm+Arizona+baseball+records+Hank+Slagle&hl=en&gl=us&ct=clnk&cd=8 
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